
Publishtd W«klv al 154 Wesl 46th Slr«t New York, N.Y. 10036. by Varitty, Inc. Annu.l siibwriplion. S85. Singlr vopivs. $1.75. 
Second Cliss Poslage Paid at New York, N.Y. and at Additional Mailing Offices 

< COPYRIGHT, 1987, BY VARIETY, INC., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED__ 


^ol. 328 No. 2 
__ 


USPS 656-960 


Ne$v York, August 5, 1987 


02371 


Wednesday, August 5, 1987 _ _ P^iTY _ _ PERSOIVAL appeara:vces _ 

WPS: WAX WEIGHTIER IN SHOW WORLD 
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GET IHE POINT 

By JOE COHEN 

The comedy revolution has made 
laughter a major growth area in 
show business and has produced a 
bonanza for comedy rooms, partic¬ 
ularly in major cities. 

U is, according to booking agen¬ 
cies, becoming a more accented fea¬ 
ture in films and television. As a fi- 
'^'’t note of acceptance, it has made 
its final crossover as a potent fea¬ 
ture in fairs, indicating acceptance 
in the provinces. 

Growth of comedy also is evident 
in the Inti. Comedy Festival held re¬ 
cently in Montreal in which 114 
comedians from 15 nations compet¬ 
ed in a I 0-day jamboree. Out of this 
event is expected to come an arena 
show next year with an international 
I rosier of top comedy performers. 

‘ According to Robm S. Williams, 
president of Spotlite Attractions, 
comedy in the personal appearance 
fields will be a 5750,000,000 to $1- 
I billion business within the next year 
I or so. 

Fred Suss of the William Morris 
I Agency reports his shop has 
produced a video reel of 30 young 
I comics which is being sent to major 
I film companies, networks, casting 
j directors, commercials producers 
. and others. 

What’s more, Suss reported, 
comedy clubs have gone inierna- 
: ' (“oniinuud on page 70) 
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lional with the Canadian chain of were large clubs and vaudeville. To- 
Yuk Yuk Clubs. Domestically, there day’s comedy revival also comes 
are Punch Lines in the South, the from the desire to release tensions. 
Midwest chain of Zanies, the Im- A comic with experience, Wil- 
provisation collection in the South- liams said, can work 50-52 weeks a 
west along with their clubs in Los year and earn $100-300,000. He also 
Angeles and New York. Last two says a small well-operated comedy 
provide only token payments to lal- club can gross about $ 1,000,000 an- 
ent, as does Catch a Rising Star. nually. 

Endurance Factor Rivers Lucked Out 

Mark Felix of Inti. Creative Wh^’s more, the comedy revival 

lists describes comedy as the discos has rwulted in a growing roster of 
of the ’80s, but with a Jonge^^hdf the funny people and only one set- 
life. Work in comedy dubS conics back. Joan Rivers was assigned the 
both as a reward f<M-making good in difficult task of creating a new 
other media and as a springboahl for timeslot oh a new network in face of, 
other media. Felix currently is tour^ the"opposition of one of the stron- 
jing the “Saturday Night livc”'pack- gest late-night names extant — 
i age with Dana Carvciy, Dennis Mill; Johnny Carson. . 
er and Kevin Nealon though nito- " Fact that it didn’t happen has not 
ies. ^ deleted from the strength of the 

Various comedy clubs arc playing comedy' ihoycmcnt. She has come 
host to Bob Qoldthwaitc,* Howie back as'potent as she was on the 
Mandel, Sam Kinison, ' Steve high-pay comedy-casino dreuit and 
Wright, each with an appeal, to a elsewhere. . ... V 

different audience. Wright,' he ^ys, * Another bwefit to club operators 
is for the yuppie trade, Kinison lies in the siraplidty of booking the 
came from “Back To School,” zanies. There’s no huge investment 
Mandel and Goldthwaitc arc for in sound engineers, few have music 
followers of silliness despite Man- to rely otr— just pul ’em up in a 
del’s dramatic accomplishments in nice hotel, pay ’em off and get a 
the “St. Elsewhere” teleshow.. nice thank you. 

The “Saturday . Night Live” Also, there’s longevity in choos- 
package, Felix reports, also opened ing comedy as a career. Alan King, 
a new avenue for comedy. It’s being Freddie Roman, Sid Caesar, Buddy 
bankrolled by be- Hacketi, Jackie Mason and others 

lieved to be the first new comedy have been around for many years, 
show to go out under commerdal and it is predicted the newer crop 
auspices. might last as long — particularly 

Attendance in most comedy clubs since a comic has to be his own pro¬ 
in the U.S. reportedly is excellent, ducer, sometime writer and ulti- 
Caroline’s new Seaport, N.Y., spot mately a performer, 
has taken off in its brief existence. He also must learn improvisation 
This club is able to get the pick of to handle . extreme situations, 
the availabilities locally inasmuch as Comics have to know their craft ex¬ 
it has the highest local paysalc. An- cecdingly well, according to agency 
other spot which rates high with heads. 

comics, although the scale is not as The crop of comics is on the rise 
high as Caroline’s, is Stand Up New and has developed disiaffers such as 
York. Margaret Smith, Joy Behar, Rhon- 

At this point, the highest payrates da Hansom, and recent male ar- 
arc for comics who serve as opening rivals such as Jay Leno, Jerry Sein- 
acts for top singers on the arena fcld, Garry Shandling, Yakov Smir- 
lours. Atlantic City and Las Vegas noff, Sherman Helmslcy, Bill Ma- 
salaries, however, continue to offer her and many others, 
the highest scale of all. a happy set of circuniManccs 

WilTianis points out the current tor club opciaiois. latent aecticic^ 
accent on conteJy is a rev Ual ol the and acts. 1 heybe lauyhiu-j a!; d.c 
siination 40 \cars there ^say tiie . 
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